
American Guild of 
Organists 

Denver Chapter 
 

Post Office Box 101448 
Denver, Colorado 80250-1448 

 

303.832.4730  � 
www.DenverAGO.org 

 

The purpose of the American Guild of Organists is 
to promote the organ in its historic and evolving 
roles, to encourage excellence in the performance of 
organ and choral music, and to provide a forum for 
mutual support, inspiration, education, and 
certification of Guild members.  
 

Members of the American Guild of Organists are 
bound by the Guild Code of Ethics which includes 
the following non-discrimination policy: “Members 
of the American Guild of Organists do not 
discriminate against others on the basis of race, 
national origin, age, religious affiliation, gender, 
marital status, sexual orientation, disability, or 
medical condition (including, but not limited to 
Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome).” 
 

The American Guild of Organists is a national 
organization, but its heart is the local chapter. The 
Denver chapter, which numbers around 200 members, 
was formed in 1936 and hosted national conventions 
in 1968 and 1996. It has also sponsored such 
educational activities as Pipe Organ Encounter and 
Pipes, Pedals, and Pizza for young people and 
professional certification workshops for members. 
 

Denver Chapter Officers for 2006-
2007 

 

Dean  Kimber Z. Smith 
Sub-Dean Mark Alan Filbert 
Secretary Denise Lanning 
Treasurer Norman C. Lane 
Registrar Billie A. Busby 
 

Denver Chapter Board for 2006-2007 
 

Gwen Blumenschein Stephen Pruitt 
Gene Culwell  Ernestine Rice 
Gabriel Korndorfer  Daniel C. Romero 
Frank E. Perko III Thomas C. Strickland 

Stephen Tappe 
 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Denver Chapter of 
the  

American Guild of 
Organists  

 

presents 
 

A Saturday with 
Brett Valliant 

 

 
 

Pedals, Pipes, and Pizza: 
An Introductio n to the 
Organ for Children and 

Youth 
 

and 
 

Introducing the Organ  
to People of All Ages: 

A
m

erican G
uild of O

rganists 
D

enver C
hapter  

Post O
ffice B

ox 101448 
D

enver, C
olorado 80250-1448 

         A
ttention, Piano T

eachers: 
A

n E
xciting O

pportunity for Y
our 

Students! 

The Denver Chapter of the American 
Guild of Organists receives funding 
through the Scientific and Cultural 
Facilities District. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------C
lip H

ere-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

R
egistration Form

 
 

To pre-register for A
 Saturday w

ith B
rett V

alliant on Satuday, 16 M
ay 2009, please m

ail the R
egistration Form

 and paym
ent 

by M
onday, 11 M

ay 2009, to D
r. C

indy L
indeen M

artin, A
ugustana L

utheran C
hurch, 5000 E

ast A
lam

eda A
venue, D

enver, 
C

O
 80246. Y

ou m
ay also register at the door the day of the w

orkshop. (C
hecks should be m

ade out to: D
enver C

hapter A
G

O
.) 

 

�
 I am

 a student; please register m
e for Pipes, Pedals, and Pizza. I have enclosed $5.00 (includes w

orkbook and pizza lunch). 
�
 I am

 a parent; I w
ill be accom

panying m
y child for Pipes, Pedals, and Pizza. I have enclosed $7.00 (includes pizza lunch). 

�
 I am

 an adult m
em

ber of the D
enver A

G
O

 C
hapter; please register m

e for Introducing the O
rgan to People of A

ll A
ges.  

 
I have enclosed $15.00 (includes pizza lunch). 

�
 I am

 an adult non-m
em

ber of the D
enver A

G
O

 C
hapter; please register m

e for Introducing the O
rgan to People of A

ll A
ges. 

 
I have enclosed $20.00 (includes pizza lunch). 

 N
am

e __________________________________________________ Phone _______________ E
-m

ail ______________________ 
 

A
ddress ________________________________________________ C

ity _________________ State ____ Z
ip C

ode ___________ 
 

Students also need to com
plete the follow

ing: G
ender __________ A

ge _____ G
rade _____ 

Y
ears of Piano Study __________ 

 Parent/G
uardian N

am
e ___________________________________ N

am
e of Piano T

eacher _____________________________ 
 

Parent/G
uardian C

ontact Inform
ation (if different from

 student): Phone _______________ E
-m

ail ______________________ 
 

A
ddress ________________________________________________ C

ity _________________ State ____ Z
ip C

ode ___________ 
 



A Workshop for Adults 
 

Saturday, 16 May 2009 
9:00 am-12:30 pm 
___________________________________ 

 

Saint Jude Catholic 
Church 

9405 West Florida Avenue, 
Lakewood, Colorado  



Pedals, Pipes, and 
Pizza: 

An Introductio n to the 
Organ for Children and 

Youth 
 

A program for young pianists in grades 3 
through 8 to introduce them to the organ 
through a fun demonstration of the instrument 
by guest clinician Brett Valliant, a brief 
explanation of how the organ works, an 
opportunity to play a piano piece on the 
organ, and a mini-recital of organ music by 
an organ student their age and the guest 
clinician. The principal purpose of the 
program is to help students learn about the 
pipe organ, rather than to recruit them for 
immediate organ study; However, if a 
promising Pedals, Pipes, and Pizza parti-
cipant becomes inspired to pursue organ 
study, the Guild always strongly recom-
mends the continuation of piano study in 
conjunction with organ lessons. Students who 
participate are encouraged to be prepared to 
play a brief piano piece on the organ, and 
parents/guardians are welcome to register to 
accompany children during the morning and 
to participate in the pizza lunch.  

 

Introducing the Organ  
to People of All Ages: 

A Workshop for Adults 
 

A program for adult organists to encounter 
new and creative ideas for introducing the 
organ to people of all ages. Adults and 
students begin and end the morning in 
combined sessions with guest clinician 
Brett Valliant; the two mid-morning 
sessions provide students with hands-on 
experience at the organ, while adults have 

more time for interaction with the guest 
clinician. The morning concludes with a 
pizza lunch for registrants of all ages. 

Student Schedule 
 

9:00-9:15 am—Registration: 
 Orientation and Welcome 
9:15--10:00 am—Class Session I:  
 Organ Introduction by Brett Valliant 
10:00-10:45 am—Class Session II: 
 Pictures, Workbooks, and Pipe Demonstration 
10:45-11:30 am—Class Session III: 
 Student Opportunity to Play the Organ 
11:30 am-12:00 pm—Mini-Recital: 
 Bryan Dunawald and Brett Valliant 
12:00 pm-12:30 pm—Lunch: 
 Pizza for Everyone 

 

Adult Schedule 
 

9:00-9:15 am—Registration: 
 Orientation and Words of Welcome 
9:15--10:00 am—Class Session I:  
 Organ Introduction by Brett Valliant 
10:00-10:45 am—Class Session II: 
 Valliant Ideas for Introducing the Organ I 
10:45-11:30 am—Class Session III: 
 Valliant Ideas for Introducing the Organ II 
11:30 am-12:00 pm—Mini-Recital: 
 Bryan Dunawald and Brett Valliant 
12:00 pm-12:30 pm—Lunch: 
 Pizza for Everyone 

 

Registration Fees 
 

All Registration Levels include Pizza for lunch! 
 

Pipes, Pedals, and Pizza: 
$5.00 for students  
$7.00 for parents/guardians of students 

 

Introducing the Organ to People of All Ages: 
$15.00 for Denver AGO members  
$20.00 for Denver AGO non-members 

 
 

 
About the Clinician 

 

A native of Kansas and now a resident of 
Wichita, Brett Valliant began his musical 
training when he was four years old. While he 
excelled at the piano, his dream was to play the 
organ. By the age of eleven, he was organist for 
a church and fulfilling his young musical 
dream. Since then, he has attended Wichita 
State University, has been a featured performer 
on National Public Radio’s Pipe Dreams, and 
has performed at national conventions of the 
American Theatre Organ Society and the 
American Guild of Organists.  

 

At the age of fifteen, Valliant discovered the 
theatre organ, which opened his eyes to a new 
world of music and a completely different style 
of organ playing. He is now artist-in-residence 
for the Wichita Theatre Organ, Inc., where he 
plays the world-renowned New York 
Paramount Wurlitzer organ installed in Century 
II Civic Center.  

 

In the world of silent film, Brett is known for 
accompanying such dramatic films as King of 
Kings, Phantom of the Opera, The Ten 
Commandments, Broken Blossoms, and The 
Eagle. Valliant plays annually for several film 
festivals including the International Film 
Festival, hosted by the American Film Institute. 

 

Along with a busy performance schedule, 
Valliant continues his love for the classical 
organ as a full time church musician at First 
United Methodist Church of Wichita, where he 
plays a large and unique Schantz pipe organ 
and oversees a music department seen by 
thousands across the Midwest on the church’s 
award winning television program.  

 

Active in the Wichita Chapter of the American 
Guild of Organists, Brett has been a close 
collaborator with Irene Shaw in developing the 

This event has been made possible in 
part by a generous grant from the 
Jefferson County Scientific and 
Cultural Facilities District (SCFD). 



Wichita Chapter Pipe Organ Projects for Kids 
(POPs), and this summer, he will lead a POPs 
for KIDs Family Pipe Organ Fair at the 
Region VI AGO convention in Wichita. 

 


